
Media Office
Democratic Caucus

John Schorg, Director
Statehouse, Room 157

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
1-800-382-9842 or 1-317-232-9621

Fax Number: 1-317-232-9792

Indiana House of Representatives
News and Information

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

June 16, 2005

GIAQUINTA SEEKS MORE INFORMATION ON LOCAL VIDEO GAMING ISSUES

INDIANAPOLIS – State Rep. Ben GiaQuinta (D-Fort Wayne) will ask the Indiana State

Alcoholic Beverage Commission (ABC) to provide proof that recent crackdowns on video gaming

machines in Allen County were generated through citizen complaints, rather than an effort to protect

Indiana’s gambling industry.

GiaQuinta said today he is filing a formal Freedom of Information request with the agency to

gain more information on allegations made by the Indiana Excise Police that led them to conduct

raids on various American Legion posts and other businesses in the Fort Wayne area.

“If my constituents are the people who are generating these complaints, that is something I

need to know,” GiaQuinta said. “However, I have yet to receive the first constituent phone call

concerning these machines. I have received calls from officials with local American Legion posts

expressing their concern over the ability to continue their operations.

“I find it interesting that, after years of operating with few complaints, we are asked to believe

that citizens unleashed a barrage of complaints about these machines just a couple of months after

Gov. Mitch Daniels took office,” he added. “I have a hard time believing that coincidence. I believe

the governor should level with the public and admit that the recent crackdown is the result of new

policies through his office.”

GiaQuinta stated that any decision about enforcement of current law is in the hands of the

governor and his appointees.

“They should level with the public and simply admit that state sponsored gambling is the only

gambling they will allow,” GiaQuinta said. “We have lost any moral argument in this matter by

legalizing lotteries and off-track betting. The people behind this should go ahead and admit that the

recent crackdown is being caused by the state and the legal gambling industry protecting their

financial interests.”

Under the Freedom of Information Act, the state ABC has up to seven days to respond to a

request received in writing.
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